Effect of aging on stress reactivity of the adrenal cortex in laboratory primates. Dependence on the time of day.
Age-specific differences in the reaction of the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal system to acute psychoemotional stress (immobilization) was studied in female rhesus macaques aged 6-8 and 20-27 years at different time of the day. The reactivity of the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal system during immobilization at 15.00 was lower in old animals, while at 9.00 there were no age-specific differences or the reactivity was higher in old animals.